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I hereby certify that this correspondence is, on 
the date shown below, being: 
(X) deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail 
in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

( ) transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and 
Trademark Office. 
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CEIVED 

SEP 1 1 2003 

Technology Center 2600 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The citations listed on the enclosed PTO-1449 Form are submitted under 37 
C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, and in compliance with the duty of disclosure as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
§1 .56. The Examiner is requested to make these citations officially of record in the application. 
This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the mailing of the first Office 
Action for the above-identified application and, to the knowledge of the undersigned, before the 
mailing of either a final action or a notice of allowance. 
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or admission that any of the listed citation(s), by itself or in combination with other information, ^ 

is material to patentability, is, in fact, prior art, or establish(es), by itself or in combination with S 

other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of any claim in the above-identified >^ 
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application. Additionally, this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a ^ 
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representation that a further search of the art has been made by AppUcant(s), or that additional 
information relevant to the examination of this application does not exist unbeknownst to 
Applicant(s). 

Each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was 
first cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application. 
Enclosed is a copy of a European Search Report dated March 24, 2003. Accordingly, a check in 
the amount of $180.00 is enclosed to cover the fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees, or 
additional monies to cover an underpayment by the enclosed check or the inadvertent omission 
of this check, to deposit account No. 501395. A duplicate copy of this Statement is attached 
herewith and is only to be used if the Office needs to make a charge against the deposit 
account. 
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